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Tue following Portraits of American Wuie SraTEsMEN were originally published in 
the American Review. The publishers of that journal having been frequently ap- 
plied to for sets of these plates, have determined to re-issue them in the present form. 

To the Lover of Art and to the Srupenr of Cuaracter this we feel assured will 
not be the most uninteresting of books. 


From the most defective of these plates to the most meritorious and admirable, 
there will be found a vast improvement. This improvement is almost an index of 
the history of the Art of Mezzotint Portrait Engraving in this country from the 
period of the commencement of the American Review to the present time. This we 
may say to those interested in Art. 


To the Student of Character—Character is displayed by the contour of the 
human head and the light of the humar. countenance, and we need hardly say that this 
collecting together—this placing side by side, the features of the men whom they 


have studied by their acts and their words, will compose a work which all such will 
appreciate. 
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